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A Metaphor on Cohesion 
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What Is Cohesion: Our Definition 



Domains of Cohesion (1) 
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Domains of Cohesion (2) 
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Domains of Cohesion (3) 
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• Exclusively secondary data 

 

• Representative cross-sectional comparative surveys 

• e.g. GWP,. WVS, ESS, EQLS, EB 

 

• Expert ratings, international institutions 

• e.g. ICRG 

 

• Time periods 

 

 

 

• International comparison: 34 modern societies 

Data 
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Methods 
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Degree of Cohesion (2009-2012) 
Source: Süddeutsche Zeitung 
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Degree of  

Cohesion  

Over Time 
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“Regimes” of Social Cohesion 
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Determinants of Cohesion 

• Enhancing cohesion: 

• National income (GDP per capita PPP) 

• Human development 

• Knowledge economy 

• Post-materialist values 

 

• Reducing cohesion: 

• Income inequality 

• Poverty 

• Importance of religion 

 

• No effect: 

• Migration, ethnic fractionalization 

• Welfare state generosity 

• Globalization 
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• More cohesive = happier? 

 

• Mixed blessing (dark side of cohesion)?  

 

 

• Cohesion equally important for rich and poor societies? 

 

• Cohesion equally important for more/less vulnerable groups? 

 

• Joint impact with inequality 

Cohesion and Subjective Well-being 
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More Cohesive, More Satisfied With Life 



16 

Cohesion Enhances Which SWB Components? 
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Cohesion More Important in Rich Countries 
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Cohesion Mediates/Moderates Inequality Effect 
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Cohesion Good For All 

Standardized effect of cohesion on SWB for various groups  



The Methaphor Again 
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Inequality Exclusion Individualism Migration 

Happiness 
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• Cohesion: 

• Characterizes the “quality of society” 

• Rather stable phenomenon over time 

• Strongest in Europe’s North and weakest in Europe’s South-East 

• Mainly depends on economic conditions, equality, and value climate 

 

• We are happier together 

• Individuals happier in more cohesive societies 

• Cohesion good for all 

 

• Yet 

• Cohesion more important for SWB in richer countries 

• Cohesion doubles the trouble of inequality 
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