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The Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Niš is facing a grave and unlawful assault 

on its autonomy and integrity. On November 6, 2025, the Government of the Republic of 

Serbia adopted, without the consent of the University Council, the Faculty Council, the 

Academic Board, or the Faculty community, a Decision on the Establishment of the 

“Faculty of Serbian Studies”. This newly created “faculty” is to be located at the same 

address as the Faculty of Philosophy, by forcibly removing three of its departments – 

History, Serbian Language and Literature, and Russian Language and Literature. This 

constitutes a flagrant violation of the Faculty’s autonomy in developing its study 

programs, determining its internal organization, and managing its property (Article 72 of 

the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia and Article 6, paragraph 1, items 1, 3, and 8 of 

the Law on Higher Education). The fact that the Council of the newly established “Faculty 

of Serbian Studies” is composed entirely of individuals aligned with the ruling regime 

further confirms that this is a politically motivated act rather than an academic or 

institutional decision. 

The official decision can be found here: link1, link2. 

This measure, taken after weeks of dialogue with the Ministry of Education and the 

University of Niš, disregards all institutional, professional, and legal objections. It 

constitutes a blatant violation of university autonomy, democratic procedure, and the 

rule of law. 

By unilaterally transferring accredited programs, students, and staff without consent, the 

Government has violated the Constitutionally guaranteed autonomy of higher education 

institutions. Such an act has no precedent in democratic societies and undermines the 

very foundations of academic life in Serbia. 

The Faculty of Philosophy in Niš categorically condemned this violent act by the 

Government of Serbia – an act without precedent in the academic world. By unilaterally 

transferring accredited programs, students, and staff without their consent, the 

Government has committed a gross breach of the Constitutionally guaranteed autonomy 

of universities, as well as a violation of fundamental labour rights and students’ rights 

guaranteed by law, including the right of students to complete the programs and degrees 

in which they originally enrolled. This attack is not merely directed against one 

institution but against the principle of academic freedom itself – the cornerstone of any 

democratic and knowledge-based society. 

We draw particular attention to the fact that the assault on the Faculty of Philosophy in 

Niš is not an isolated incident but part of a broader pattern of government crackdowns 

on academic freedom and retaliation against academic institutions – an issue that several 

international bodies have already noted with deep concern. 

On August 4 2025, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that 

“What we are witnessing in Serbia is a systematic attempt to silence critical voices and 

https://ibb.co/99V06MDW
https://www.paragraf.rs/glasila/rs/Old/reg/rs_2025/r25098_007.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/serbia-must-halt-crackdown-student-movement-uphold-human-rights-and-academic#:~:text=Serbia%20must%20halt%20crackdown%20on%20student%20movement%2C,human%20rights%20and%20academic%20freedom:%20UN%20experts.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/serbia-must-halt-crackdown-student-movement-uphold-human-rights-and-academic#:~:text=Serbia%20must%20halt%20crackdown%20on%20student%20movement%2C,human%20rights%20and%20academic%20freedom:%20UN%20experts.


dismantle the independence of academic institutions”, and called on the Serbian 

Government to “uphold human rights and academic freedom”, and “to immediately cease 

all forms of retaliation and intimidation, ensure the safety and rights of students, 

educators, human rights defenders, civil society actors and citizens and engage in 

meaningful dialogue with academic institutions.” 

On October 22 2025, The European Parliament has, with an overwhelming majority, 

adopted the „Resolution on the polarisation and increased repression in Serbia, one year 

after the Novi Sad tragedy” which “strongly condemns the government’s retaliation 

against employees in the education and cultural sectors for supporting the protests, 

including job losses, salary reductions, the presence of police on university campuses and 

the withdrawal of funding for public universities”, “calls on the Serbian authorities to 

immediately restore financing to universities”, and “supports the prompt deployment of 

an ad hoc EU fact-finding mission to Serbia, with the participation of the European 

Parliament, in order to assess, on the ground, the state of democracy, the ongoing 

protests, attacks on demonstrators and repression targeting students, academics, 

educators and public-sector employees.” 

Finally, on November 4 2025, the EU Commission “Serbia Report 2025” notes that during 

the last year, “several governmental measures on research and education interfered with 

the institutional autonomy of faculties and eroded academic freedom” and that “worrying 

developments took place impacting the institutional autonomy of research and academic 

institutions and academic freedom.” 

This decision, coming just days after the European Commission’s report, demonstrates 

the Government’s open defiance of EU principles and its disregard for international 

obligations and recommendations. 

We call upon universities, faculties, academic associations, unions, and civic 

organizations across Europe and the world to express solidarity with us. We urge 

colleagues, scholars, and public intellectuals to raise their voices, issue public statements, 

and communicate their concern to the Serbian authorities and relevant international 

bodies. The Government of Serbia is called to immediately suspend all actions that violate 

existing laws and academic procedures, and to respect the principles of legality, 

transparency, and institutional autonomy. 

The Faculty of Philosophy in Niš was among the first institutions in Serbia – and the first 

in Niš – to publicly support the students’ peaceful protests against corruption and 

injustice following the tragedy in Novi Sad. Today, it is being punished for its moral 

courage. This decision is not only an attack on one faculty – it is an attack on the very idea 

of the university as a space of free thought, critical inquiry, and moral responsibility. 

This moment is a test for all who believe in the values of academic freedom and 

institutional independence. If this attack goes unanswered, it will mark a dangerous 

turning point – not only for Serbia but for all societies where political power seeks to 

silence knowledge, ethics, and dissent. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-10-2025-0459_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-10-2025-0459_EN.html
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/serbia-report-2025_en


Your solidarity – expressed through statements, letters, or symbolic gestures – can help 

defend not only the Faculty of Philosophy in Niš, but the very idea of the university as a 

space of truth, reason, and freedom from fear. 

The Faculty of Philosophy will pursue all legal means to protect its integrity, its students, 

and its staff. Yet, we are acutely aware that without the support of the international 

academic community, our struggle may remain unheard within Serbia’s current political 

context. 

The Faculty of Philosophy in Niš stood with its students in their peaceful protests against 

corruption and injustice. Today, we appeal to the global community of scholars and 

educators to stand with us – in defence of law, dignity, and the university as a public good. 

 

We shall not be silent. 

In solidarity, we resist. 


